
 

Message from Sally for Ian and Wanda’s Memorial 

Service at Green Cove Springs. 

I am so sorry not to be able to join you all today and take part 

in Wanda and Ian’s Memorial Service.  I visited Green Cove 

Springs twice, attending St. Mary’s Church on Sunday. I can 

picture where you are, and I have met with some of you. 

My father had a very full life. He was a great traveler, living 

in many different places in many different countries.  He 

always loved England, but I know that he thought of Florida 

as his home and his life in Green Cove Springs after he met 

and married Wanda was a very happy one.  

Anyone who spent time with Dad would know that he had 

lots of different interests.  He played Rugby football as a 

young man, rode horses and motor bikes, raced fast cars and 

flew airplanes for fun.  When he decided to leave his life as a 

Tea Planter in Sri Lanka due to the political situation there he 

returned to England with his young family and took stock of 

his situation. He decided to build on his knowledge of flying 

and train as a pilot.  Dad never looked back at his old life and 

enjoyed flying all over the world as a commercial pilot for the 

next 20 years.  

Once he retired from flying, Ian returned to his love of sailing 

and the sea.  He was very modest about his achievements. He 

sailed from UK all the way to the island of Rhodes in the 

Eastern Mediterranean, and then turned back west to 

Gibraltar, crossing the Atlantic to the Caribbean. After 

exploring the West Indies he went to Florida, where he met 

Wanda and decided it was time to give up the sea.  

I was not at all surprised that he quickly settled back to life on 

land. Dad has always been very adaptable, and he had found a 

wonderful partner in Wanda.  



Dad was never a person who dwelt on the past, he was far too 

busy living in the present and he has always made friends 

with the people around him. I have no doubt that if things had 

been different, Ian and Wanda would have moved into the 

Retirement Village they were planning to do and would have 

created a full and interesting life there.  

As Ian’s daughter, and one of his oldest friends, I will miss 

Ian very much, but I am comforted by the knowledge that he 

had a very happy home in Florida.  I want to thank you all for 

helping make his life in Florida rich and fulfilling.  

Here is a photo of Ian and Wanda taken at St Mary’s Church.  

 



                                        
Wanda Jean Wollen, 

62, Green Cove Springs, 

Florida, passed away on 

August 10, 2020 due to a 

tragic accident that eight 

days later also took the 

life of her beloved 

husband, Ian Derek 

Wollen. She was born in 

Leesburg, Florida on 

June 8, 1958.  

Being married to Ian for 

14 years was the happiest 

and most fulfilling time of Wanda’s life. Wanda loved to 

travel and she enjoyed her arts, crafts and making things for 

others. She was a very giving and caring person who will be 

missed so much by all who knew her. Wanda loved being 

with her family and spending time with her friends from the 

YMCA and her Church, St. Mary’s Episcopal, Green Cove 

Springs.  

Wanda is survived by her brother and sister-in-law, Bob and 

Susan Griffis, her niece Melissa Schulz, her nephew Jared 

Griffis (Karley) and her great-nieces and nephew, Stephanie, 

Abigail, Kailynn and Kolton, all of whom she adored 

spending time with. She loved Ian’s family and will be 

missed by Ian’s daughter Sally, his son Christopher and Ian’s 

three grandchildren, Edward, Alice and Ben.  

We are forever grateful for the close friends Wanda had and 

for the love and support they gave her through the years, 

especially Allison and Linda. She and Ian will always be in 

our hearts and will be deeply missed.  

 

 



  Ian Derek Wollen, 89, 

of Green Cove Springs, 

Florida passed away on 

Tuesday August 18, 

2020.  He was born on 

December 7, 1930 in 

Japan. He was preceded 

in death by his wife, 

Wanda Cubas 

Wollen.  He and Wanda 

were married for 14 

years. 

Ian arrived in Florida on 

his yacht Lungta, having 

spent the past 20 years sailing in many parts of the world.  He 

came ashore in Green Cove Springs, where he had a very 

happy retirement with his wife Wanda, Wanda’s family, Bob, 

Susan, and Melissa, and most especially Wanda’s great 

nieces, Stephanie and Abigail. 

Ian made many friends in Florida, whom he met with Wanda 

at the YMCA and at his Church, St Mary’s Episcopalian, 

Green Cove Springs. 

He is survived by his daughter Sally, his son Christopher and 

his three grandchildren, Edward, Alice and Ben. He will be 

much missed by his family and friends. 

 

 

 

                       


